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Notes/Comments/Questions

 
The American Health Information Management Association 
makes no representation or guarantee with respect to the 
contents herein and specifically disclaims any implied 
guarantee of suitability for any specific purpose.  AHIMA has 
no liability or responsibility to any person or entity with 
respect to any loss or damage caused by the use of this 
audio seminar, including but not limited to any loss of 
revenue, interruption of service, loss of business, or indirect 
damages resulting from the use of this program.  AHIMA 
makes no guarantee that the use of this program will prevent 
differences of opinion or disputes with Medicare or other 
third party payers as to the amount that will be paid to 
providers of service. 
 
As a provider of continuing education, the American Health 
Information Management Association (AHIMA) must assure 
balance, independence, objectivity and scientific rigor in all of 
its endeavors.  AHIMA is solely responsible for control of 
program objectives and content and the selection of 
presenters.  All speakers and planning committee members 
are expected to disclose to the audience: (1) any significant 
financial interest or other relationships with the 
manufacturer(s) or provider(s) of any commercial product(s) 
or services(s) discussed in an educational presentation; (2) 
any significant financial interest or other relationship with any 
companies providing commercial support for the activity; and 
(3) if the presentation will include discussion of 
investigational or unlabeled uses of a product.  The intent of 
this requirement is not to prevent a speaker with commercial 
affiliations from presenting, but rather to provide the 
participants with information from which they may make their 
own judgments. 
 
The faculty has reported no vested interests or disclosures 
regarding this presentation. 
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Severe hyperglycemia
Marked dehydration
Neurological changes
Absent or slight ketones

HHS Signs & Symptoms
Decreased mentation or confusion
Lethargy
Focal neuro signs- looks like stroke
Stupor, coma

HHS Key Characteristics
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HHS Clinical Findings

• BG > 600 mg/dL

• Ketone bodies absent or small

• Serum osmolality > 320 mOsm/L

• Fluid deficit  6-12 liters

• Serum K+  low, normal, high

• Na+  low, normal, high
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1st Correct fluid deficit

2nd Balance electrolytes

3rd Normalize blood glucose

4th Prevent reoccurrence

HHS Management
Insulin  

Fluids  

Potassium 73

HHS Goals of Therapy
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Acute Complications of Diabetes
Hypoglycemia = BG less than 70 mg/dL
Hypoglycemia in a Diabetic Patient:

– Diabetic Hypoglycemic Coma - 250.3
– Diabetic Hypoglycemia – 250.8

“hypoglycemic shock” – 250.8

Hypoglycemia in a NON-Diabetic:
– Hypoglycemia Coma – 251.0
– Hypoglycemia, unspecified – 251.2
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Resources

American Diabetes Association Clinical Practice 
Recommendations: Diabetes Care, Supplement 1, Jan 2008.    
www.diabetes.org/diabetescare

The Art and Science of Diabetes Self-Management 
Education: A Desk Reference for Healthcare Professionals. 
2006, American Association of Diabetes Educators, Chicago, 
Illinois.
Diabetes Today: An Update for Healthcare Professionals 
manual. 2006, ediba Diabetes Center of Excellence, 
Oklahoma City, OK.

ACE position statement PDF link
http://www.aace.com/meeting/consensus/icc/ACEPosiSTAT.pdf
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Resource/Reference List

• Diabetes Statistics
http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/pubs/pdf/ndfs_2005.pdf

• TMF Health Quality Institute, the Medicare Quality 
Improvement Organization for Texas    
www.hpmp.tmfhqi.net

• Archives of Internal Medicine, January 28, 2008, 
“Step by Step Medical Coding,” 2008 by Carol Buck
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Thank you for joining us today!
Remember − sign on to the 

AHIMA Audio Seminars Web site 
to complete your evaluation form 

and receive your CE Certificate online at:

http://campus.ahima.org/audio/2008seminars.html

Each person seeking CE credit must complete the  
sign-in form and evaluation in order to view and 

print their CE certificate

Certificates will be awarded for
AHIMA Continuing Education Credit  

 
 
 
 
 




